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Centroamérica en Ascenso Fellowship Application


	PROGRAM DESCRIPTION AND ELIGIBILITY

	

	Opening links in this document: Note that to open links you need to right click the link and select “open hyperlink.”

The Centroamérica en Ascenso Fellowship seeks to annually support a range of Anti-Corruption Actors (ACAs) from El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua, including lawyers, judges, journalists, university faculty/researchers, human rights defenders, activists, and civil society members. For one to two years, selected Fellows will be provided unique Fellowship experiences in safe and conducive environments at one of three United States Universities with strong regional connections. Tailored Fellowship experiences at these partner universities will train and empower Fellows to enhance their contributions, improve skills, share best practices, and expand networks during and after completion of their Fellowships. To learn more about the partner universities, please refer to the Fellowship Tracks and FAQs. 

The Centroamérica en Ascenso Fellowship provides Fellows with comprehensive support to ensure a successful and fulfilling experience. Each Fellowship track is overseen by dedicated university coordinators who offer personalized guidance on various aspects of academic and social integration. Fellows benefit from pre-academic sessions and orientations, equipping them with essential information. While Fellows are responsible for securing their own housing, the University Coordinator offers guidance in securing housing. Additionally, Fellows receive support in enrolling in comprehensive medical and dental insurance plans and participate in networking opportunities and professional development activities. Throughout their Fellowship, Fellows have access to ongoing guidance and assistance from university and program staff, ensuring a rewarding and productive experience. 

Eligibility Criteria

· The Centroamérica en Ascenso Fellowship accepts applications from individuals working primarily in anti-corruption. This includes, but it's not limited to, lawyers, judges, journalists, university faculty/researchers, human rights defenders, activists, members of civil society, and other profiles from, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua who face serious threats and cannot continue their anti-corruption work in their home countries.
· Applicants are selected based on professional/academic qualifications, including past achievements in anti-corruption, the quality and impact potential of their work, and the urgency of the threats that they face.
· Applicants must reside in their home countries or in any country in Latin America as of the spring of 2019. Applicants living permanently or temporarily outside of Latin America are not eligible.
· Applicants’ work must benefit their home countries directly.
· Applicants must meet the basic requirements necessary to obtain a United States J1 visa, including having a passport that is valid for at least 6 months after August 2025.
· Depending on the track chosen, there are specific requirements for each university. Please refer to the Fellowship Tracks for more information on each university and their admissions requirements.  
· The Fellowship program encourages applications from women, persons with disabilities, LGBTQIA+ individuals, individuals from indigenous communities, or those otherwise underrepresented in their fields. 

 You are not eligible for this Fellowship if: 

· You have participated in and successfully concluded any U. S. Government funded fellowship, scholarship, or other program during which you were physically present inside the United States on a U.S. government-sponsored visa for more than six months within the past five years.
· You are currently residing in the U.S. permanently or temporarily on a tourist, student, or other kind of visa.  
· You are seeking to complete a degree longer than two years. 
· You have citizenship or residency outside of Latin America, including those with tourist, student, or exchange visitor visas in the United States.
· You have applied or will apply for asylum or refugee status in the United States at the time of your intended Fellowship application.
· You are a current or recent employee of IIE or immediate family members of IIE.
· You are an employee of USAID or other U.S. Government (USG) agencies or an immediate family member of USAID or USG employees, including Personal Services Contracts (PSC) and interagency agreements with USAID.

Please direct any inquiries regarding eligibility in English or Spanish to HRD@iie.org. 







	[bookmark: _Hlk163587402]CONFIDENTIALITY

	This application form and all materials related to your Institute of International Education Centroamérica en Ascenso Fellowship application will be treated confidentially and will not be shared beyond IIE and partners involved in the selection process without your consent.

	

	IIE’S Program Privacy Statement intends to transparently explain how IIE processes your data as an applicant to the Centroamérica en Ascenso Fellowship. If you are ultimately selected for the Centroamérica en Ascenso Fellowship by the Selection Committee, this statement would also apply to the data you share as an IIE program participant and eventual alumnus. The statement includes:

	

	· The types of data IIE processes;

	· The reasons why we process it; and

	· The third parties with whom we share it.

	

	By completing and submitting this application to IIE, you agree to the Program Privacy Statement (available in Spanish). 

If you have questions about the Program Privacy Statement or the way that IIE processes your data, please submit an inquiry here, and we will respond to you via email. You may also contact us at HRD@iie.org with any questions or concerns. 



	APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

	Before completing this application, refer to the FAQs. Except for marked optional questions, do not leave any sections blank. If a question is not applicable to you, write N/A. Note that you may use the dictation function in Word to help you fill out this form if needed.

To submit your application, please send this completed application and all your materials via email to HRD@iie.org by: 

· Deadline for degree fellowship applicants: November 4, 2024, before 11:59 PM ET.
· Deadline for non-degree fellowship applicants: February 3, 2025, before 11:59 PM ET.

	

	☐ Check this box if you will be assisted by someone to complete this application due to accommodation needs. 

	If you will be assisting the applicant in completing this form, please provide your full name and relationship. 

	Click or tap here to enter text.






	APPLICANT INFORMATION

	Name (as it appears on your passport)

	Last/Family Names
	First/Given Name
	Middle Name(s)

	Click or tap here to enter text.                 
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	

	Date of Birth (Day / Month / Year)
	Gender (please pick) 

	Click or tap to enter a date.	☐Male/☐Female/☐Non-binary/☐Prefer not to disclose
☐Other. Please specify: Click or tap here to enter text.

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk163812987]Are you part of the LGBTTTQIA+ community? 

	☐Yes/☐No/☐Prefer not to disclose

	Are you part of an indigenous community? 

	☐Yes/☐No/☐Prefer not to disclose

	Are you part of the Afro descendant community?

	☐Yes/☐No/☐Prefer not to disclose

	Are you a refugee? 

	☐Yes/☐No/☐Prefer not to disclose
If yes, specify for which country or countries: Click or tap here to enter text.

	Are you an asylum seeker?

	☐Yes/☐No/☐Prefer not to disclose
If yes, specify for which country or countries: Click or tap here to enter text.

	Are you a returned migrant?

	☐Yes/☐No/☐Prefer not to disclose
If yes, do you meet the basic requirements to obtain a US J1 visa? ☐Yes/☐No

	Have you held a J1 visa in the last five years?

	☐Yes/☐No

	Do you require accommodations to participate in the Centroamérica en Ascenso Fellowship due to a disability? Please select any applicable categories. 

	☐Visual/☐Hearing/☐Mobility or Physical/☐Intellectual or Cognitive/☐Learning/☐Mental Health/
☐Speech or Communication/☐Chronic Health/☐Prefer not to Disclose
☐Other. Please specify: Click or tap here to enter text.

For specific accommodation requests during the application process, please contact HRD@iie.org. 

	Why are you interested in applying to the Centroamérica en Ascenso Fellowship? This response should be 150 words or less. 

	


	

	Email Address(es)

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	[bookmark: _Hlk163759613]Cell Phone Number

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	We will be contacting you to follow up on your application. Please check your preferred instant messaging option below and provide your number if different than the above number. 

	· ☐ WhatsApp		
· ☐ Signal	
· ☐Telegram
· Instant messaging cell phone number: Click or tap here to enter text.

	
	
	

	Nationality
	Country or Countries of Citizenship

	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	What is your current country of residence? 

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	

	Do you hold a valid passport or any another document that allows you to travel internationally?

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	If yes, please specify which document(s), the issuing country, and the expiration date(s). 

	Click or tap here to enter text.


	LOCATION INFORMATION

	Where is your current location (city / country)?

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Are you currently in your home country? 

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	If you are outside your home country, when did you last reside in your home country (month / year)?

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	[bookmark: _Hlk163759516]If you are outside your home country, when did you arrive in your current location (month / year)?

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	If you are outside of your home country, what is your current immigration status, and when does it expire? 

	☐Permanent Resident/☐Refugee/☐Student Visa/☐Tourist Visa/☐Undocumented/☐Visiting Scholar/☐Other 
If other, specify: Click or tap here to enter text.
Expiration date: Click or tap to enter a date.

	Use this space to include any additional comments related to your location. For example, if you are currently living outside of your home country, please concisely explain the reasons. Please ensure that this information is, if relevant, included in your Statement of Threat described in the Application Materials section. This section should be 200 words or less.

	Click or tap here to enter text.






	

	

	DEPENDENT INFORMATION

	Fellows can request that USAID sponsor their dependent(s) on J2 visas. Per USAID J1 visa policy, legal dependents are defined as one’s spouse and children under the age of 21. Please list information about your dependent(s) in the space below. 

Be aware that although there is no limit to the number of dependents that fellows may request USAID to sponsor, each Fellow is responsible for demonstrating to the United States consulate that you have the financial means to entirely support any dependents during your stay in the United States Read more about dependents in the FAQs.



	
	Relationship (Spouse or Child)
	Age
	Country and Date of Passport Expiration

	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	
	

	If you face any barriers to participating in the program, such as challenges related to dependents, family, finances, or other key issues, please provide a brief explanation below. Your response should be 150 words or less.

	Click or tap here to enter text.



	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk163590402]ACADEMIC & PROFESSIONAL INFORMATION

	What is your primary academic field, if applicable?

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	[bookmark: _Hlk163809926]What is your primary field of action?

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Do you devote 100% of your time to your primary field of action? If not, explain.

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Before completing this section, please review the requirements for each University’s Fellowship Tracks (e.g. English requirements, previous studies needed, etc.) and indicate your interest. 

Instructions: Select either the non-degree option or a specific degree program. You may mark only one box. If you are not accepted into your degree of interest, you will not be considered for other options, but you may reapply in the next application cycle.

Note: Non-degree program applicants will be matched to a university based on their background, experience, and intended goals to ensure the best fit.

	☐ Track 1, Non-Degree Program Starting on August 2025

Track 2, Degree Programs Starting on August 2025:
☐ LL.M. in International Human Rights and Humanitarian Law – American University
☐ Master of Arts in Latin American Studies – University of Florida
☐ LL.M. Program in International Human Rights (Master of Laws) – University of Notre Dame
☐ Master in Business Administration (MBA) – University of Notre Dame
☐ Global Executive Master in Business Administration (EMBA) – University of Notre Dame
☐ Master of Global Affairs (MGA) – University of Notre Dame 
☐ Master of Nonprofit Administration (MNA) – University of Notre Dame
☐ M.A. in Iberian and Latin American Studies – University of Notre Dame

	If you are applying for a degree program, please explain your decision concisely. Include any specific professors, research areas, academic resources, or unique opportunities that attract you, and how the program aligns with your career goals and long-term aspirations. (Limit is 250 words)

	



	
	
	

	Please list any academic coursework that you have completed, and the name and level of the degree. 

	
	
	
	
	

	Name of University / Institution
	City, Country
	Degree Name: 
B.A., M.A., Ph.D.
	Date Earned MM/DD/YYYY
	Unfinished

	Example: Universidad del Oriente
	Tegucigalpa, HN
	B.A. in Social Science
	06/15/2023
	☐
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	☐
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	☐
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	☐
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	☐
	If you did not complete any of the above degrees, please explain why concisely. (Limit is 250 words)

	Click or tap here to enter text.





	Please list your most recent professional positions.

	

	Organization / Institution
	Position / Title
	Dates of Employment / Involvement

	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.


	[bookmark: _Hlk163592892]Please list your five (3) most relevant publications, if applicable. In addition to books, book chapters, journals, papers, and reports, published work may also include creative work, case studies, newspaper articles, legal briefs, training manuals & toolkits, advocacy initiatives, multimedia projects & documentaries, etc. Information may be used to share with universities to better tailor university / fellowship experience. You may include hyperlinks to any digital publications in this and the Materials Section below. 

	

	Title
	Year Published

	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.


	Please provide a list of the five (5) most relevant awards, honors, or notable achievements you have received, if applicable. Include the name of the award, the presenting organization or institution, and the date received. Focus on those awards that are most relevant to your qualifications and experience.

	

	Name / Organization or Institution
	Date Received

	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.


	What is your native language(s)?

	Click or tap here to enter text.	



	Please list each language you speak and indicate your proficiency level (basic, intermediate, advanced, fluent).

	Language
	Level

	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.


	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

	How did you learn about the Centroamérica en Ascenso Fellowship? If it was through an organization, please specify which one(s).

	Click or tap here to enter text.	

	
	

	Please list any other programs or professional opportunities you have received recently or to which you have applied or plan to apply, including any United States Government (USG) funded opportunities. For those to which you have already applied, please provide the name and indicate when you expect to receive a decision. 

	Click or tap here to enter text.


	SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION MATERIALS

	You may submit materials in English or Spanish. Please note that, if selected for a degree-seeking university track, materials (except for publications) may need to be translated to English if written in any other languages. To submit your application, please send this completed application and the below materials via email to HRD@iie.org by the appropriate deadline: 

· For degree fellowship applicants: November 4, before 11:59 PM ET.
· For non-degree fellowship applicants: February 3, before 11:59 PM ET.

See the Fellowship Tracks page to check requirements by each university. 

	
	

	1.
	Academic Transcripts 
Provide all academic transcripts (GPA included) beyond high school. Note that although you are able to submit materials which are not originals, you will need to have original documents in order to be accepted by a university. 

	If you do not have original documents with you currently, please explain if you foresee any issues with securing them by the beginning of the fellowship if you’re selected. 

	

	
	

	2.
	Current CV 

	
	Your CV should include the following information:

	
	a. Academic degrees (degree-granting institution, field, and date of award)

	
	b. Current position (employer/institution, professional title, location, dates of employment, and responsibilities)

	
	c. Previous positions (in chronological order: organization/institution, professional title, location, dates of employment, and responsibilities)

	
	d. A detailed list of your publications with full citations and links to a downloadable version, if applicable.

	
	e. Any relevant professional accomplishments or awards (supervision of master’s and Ph.D. theses, conference presentations, grants, fellowships, scholarships, honors, awards, professional affiliations, etc.)




	3.
	Statement of Social Impact 

	
	Please submit a 2-page statement divided into two parts. The first part should focus on your past contributions, highlighting achievements that demonstrate your effectiveness in promoting social change. The second part should detail your anti-corruption initiatives and the support mechanisms you plan to leverage during your time in the U.S. You may consider the following elements to guide your submission:
· Collaborative Efforts: Describe ongoing projects with employers, NGOs, universities, or social movements in your home country.
· Goals and Strategies: State your objectives and methods to improve the well-being of individuals or communities affected by corruption.
· Action Plan: Outline the actions you intend to take, expected outcomes, and anticipated impacts.
· Challenges: Discuss personal challenges you faced in continuing your anti-corruption work, such as caregiving responsibilities or experiences as part of an underrepresented group. 
· Fellowship Impact: Explain how the Centroamérica en Ascenso Fellowship will enhance and expand your impact goals.

Formatting Requirements: Your statement should be two pages long, double-spaced, using Calibri font size 12.

	
	

	4.
	Statement of Threat

	
	Please submit a 1-page statement explaining why you are applying to the Centroamérica en Ascenso Fellowship for support. Include a clear and detailed account of the threats, violence or persecution you have received as a consequence of your anticorruption and transparency work, and the reasons that you cannot continue your efforts in your home country.  You may consider the following questions to guide your submission: 

· Refugee Status: Do you have refugee status? If so, what was the reason for granting it?
· Exile Due to Persecution: Are you in exile as an immigrant due to persecution?
· Criminal Charges: Do you have any criminal charges against you for your anti-corruption work?
· Physical Assault: Have you experienced physical assault as a result of your anti-corruption work?
· Impact of Threats: How have threats affected your anti-corruption work?

Formatting Requirements: Your statement should be one page long, double-spaced, using Calibri font size 12.

	
	

	5.
	Reference letters

	
	The Centroamérica en Ascenso Fellowship requires two (2) non-generic reference letters from professional or academic contacts. Referees should not be relatives or friends and should speak to the applicant's work related to anti-corruption and any threats received. Letters should be on official letterhead, signed, and must be sent directly to HRD@iie.org by the referee before the appropriate deadline. Recommenders must also complete a recommendation form available here. 

· For degree fellowship applicants: November 4, 2024, 11:59 PM ET. 
· For non-degree fellowship applicants: February 3, 2025, 11:59 ET.

	
	

	6.
	Publication Samples (If applicable) 

	
	Please send copies of your recent and/or most significant publications. In addition to books, book chapters, journals, papers, and reports, published work may also include creative work, case studies, legal briefs, training manuals & toolkits, advocacy initiatives, multimedia projects & documentaries, etc. These materials can include hyperlinks and should showcase your contributions and expertise in fighting corruption and may help tailor your Fellowship experience. You may send up to three (3) samples. 


	7.
	TOEFL iBT, IELTS or Duolingo English proficiency exam results (if available)
 Your scores should not be older than 2 years. Please attach the official test score report in PDF from the test provider.


	
To begin assessing an application, the Centroamérica en Ascenso Fellowship must receive the application form, a current CV, two letters of recommendation, a statement of social impact, and statement of threat.

	Please note that all application materials submitted to the Centroamérica en Ascenso Fellowship must be original and specific to your academic and professional background and circumstances. The Fellowship Program reserves the right to withdraw your application at any stage if you are found ineligible, or if any false or plagiarized information have been submitted.
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