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Introduction

This new publication documents the growth of one of the most vibrant
segments of American academic life in recent years — study abroad, or
the movement of American students in pursuit of education overseas.
Everyone who has examined this phenomenon has been impressed if not
startled by its vigor and dynamism. Whereas for decades study abroad
was a quiet backwater now it is the crest of a wave. Here for the first time,
data are presented to portray the picture accurately and begin the
construction of time series that will record the evolution of study abroad
through the years to come.

Even though it is not possible now to specify with confidence the
precise magnitude of the growth of study abroad in recent years, few
doubt that it has been very great. The obvious question, then, is why this
growth? Several reasons suggest themselves. The first and most impor-
tantis that a new yearning has arisen among American youth in the 1970s
and 1980s to understand, and even to help shape, a world and a network
of international relationships that offer immensely exciting opportunities
on the one hand but terrifying perils on the other. It appears that the
education offered in our schools and colleges on our domestic campuses
does not respond fully to this yearning to understand in a fashion that is
satisfactory to our students. They must see, and feel, for themselves. Itis
important to note that this explanation for the growth of study abroad rests
on the perception of a self-generated demand within our students. No
professor tells them to go see the world, nor does a potential employer say
they will find a better job if they do so. They have simply concluded
themselves that overseas experience is important, and they hit the road.

The second reason for growth of study abroad has been, at least until
recently, the increasing strength of the American dollar against foreign
currencies. This reduced the real cost of an overseas education during the






